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what Field accomplished, and his early discouragements and failures 
only accentuated his final triumph. When he died, laws, as codi- 
fied by him, were administered to over forty millions of his fellow- 
countrymen, and some of them had travelled as far as India and 
other distant possessions of England. In fact, until near the time 
of his death, he was more renowned in England than at home, 
owing to the bitter controversies which his so-called innovations 
aroused. 

These controversies showed him to the world as a hard straggler, 
and, taken with his determined refusal to support any political party 
or any measure a moment longer than he thought right, laid him 
open to the charge of being harsh and unfeeling. His brother's 
book will serve to vindicate him. Undoubtedly the keynote of his 
character was his unflinching justice, but he understood what mercy 
and charity are, too. This is plain from an act of secret beneficence 
done to one of Chief Justice Taney's daughters, left penniless when 
Taney died. Although Field had never seen the daughter at all, 
and had never seen the father off the bench, he gave his bond to 
pay $500 a year for her support, and remitted that amount to her 
from 1873 till her death in 1891. 

Field's love of justice stands out sharp. He voted for Hayes in 
1876, but afterwards went to Congress especially to have Tilden 
declared President. He fought against slavery, and, his biographer 
claims, brought about Lincoln's first nomination for President, yet 
after the war he strongly urged full recognition of the Southern 
States, and abolition of martial law, military rule and the Test 
oaths. His natural inclinations and his work as codifier gave him 
an unbiased, judicial frame of mind. As, on the one side, he 
argued against an overstrained interpretation of States' Rights, so, 
on the other side, he argued against the attempts to nullify them 
entirely. 

This desire to promote justice amongst men and his interest in 
codification throughout the world led him to formulate a code of 
international law, and to take a prominent part in international 
peace congresses and movements for universal disarmament and 
arbitration. He believed that law and order underlie the whole 
universe, and that " Justice is the greatest interest of man upon 
earth ; ' ' and his long and interesting life may be summed up in 
the words of the late Lord Cairns, Chancellor of England, who said 
that, ' ' He had done more for the reform of the law than any other 
man living." 

J-J-s. 



A Treatise on the Law or Monopolies and Industrial Trusts, 
as administered in England and in the United State of America. 
By Charles Fisk Beach. St. Louis : Central Law Journal 
Company. 1898. 

In these days of giant corporations or combinations to develop 
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or control the industrial or commercial business of the country, no 
legal questions are of more live interest than those relating to 
"Trusts." 

The importance of, and interest taken in, the same is evidenced 
by the constant efforts of Congress and the various State Legisla- 
tures to control the subject by laws which will be successful in both 
accomplishing the object of the legislative body and at the same 
time meeting with the approbation of the courts. 

Surely no questions before the courts are of more interest from a 
practical standpoint than those relating to conspiracies in restraint 
of trade, trades unions and labor organizations, industrial trusts, 
combinations of railway companies and anti-trust legislation. Mr. 
Beach has given us a work on these subjects which treats them in a 
clear, intelligent and judicial manner, with numerous citations on 
all subjects involved, together with a comprehensive review of all 
statutory enactments on trusts by Congress and the Legislatures of 
thirty-one states. The cases cited are the very latest decisions in 
their respective jurisdictions and the book is thoroughly up to date. 
It cannot fail to become a hand-book upon the subjects of which 
it treats. 

H. W. M. 



A Manual of Commercial Law. By Edward W. Spencer, of 
the Milwaukee Bar. Indianapolis and Kansas City : The Bowen- 
Merrill Company. 1898. 

In his preface the author declares it his purpose to state in a clear 
and simple way such elementary rules and principles as are most 
important to business men and to present a book for general readers 
and for schools and colleges where business branches are taught. 

The mechanical part of the book is excellent and the headings of 
the sections into which it is divided are in heavy black type and 
easily indicate the matter under discussion. There are about 550 
pages and a full index. It is handy and well printed. No cases 
are cited, but at the end of some of the chapters reference is made 
to text books including the topics embraced in the chapters. It is 
scarcely practicable in a brief review where so many matters are 
treated, to mention any in much detail. 

The author commences by denning law and legal rights, and 
then takes up contracts, stating the doctrines of consideration and 
the rules of offer and acceptance and other principles applicable to 
contracts generally. This portion of the work is needful to students, 
but may well need the aid of a teacher. The chapters on negoti- 
able instruments, agency, partnership, sales of personal property, 
carriers and shipping are admirable and contain much information 
valuable to business men. Perhaps this may be said of the chapters 
on insurance and landlord and tenant. But the business man could 
scarcely rely upon a correct understanding of the nice questions of 
real property which must contain many technical words explained,. 



